
(i) Cochin International Airport is the country's first greenfield airport built through a
public-private partnership. Planned and built from scratch, the airport was recognized
for its innovative ideas in infrastructure development. With incredible public
participation, unwavering support from NRIs, and effective leadership, CIAL, the
company that built and operates the airport, has become an international brand. It is
also the world's first airport to be powered solely by solar energy. Its commercial
operations began on 10 June 1999 with an international flight to Dammam. CIAL has
grown rapidly to become India's fourth-largest international airport in terms of
international passenger traffic in just four years.

(ii) Mr. V.J. Kurian IAS is the Founder and Managing Director of the company and the
project itself was his idea. With the leadership and patronage of former Kerala Chief
Minister, the late Mr. K. Karunakaran, Mr. Kurian was able to realize the unprecedented
idea of   building an international airport in a public-private partnership. He was
responsible for the entire project, from conception to the huge success of the
company.

(iii) Statistics showing CIAL's performance for the financial year 2018/19. CIAL
recorded a compound annual growth rate of about 20% in the first eight years and
12% thereafter, reaching an annual passenger count of 7.7 million in 2015-16. The
airport handled 8.9 million passengers in 2016-17 with about 1,200 weekly flights. On
March 28, 2018, for the first time in the airport's history, passenger traffic crossed the
1 billion mark in a single financial year (2017-18). In fiscal year 2018-19, CIAL's
passenger traffic again crossed the 1 billion mark. The number of air movements also
increased to 71,871 from 69,665 last year.

(iv) Kochi in Kerala is experiencing unprecedented growth. Cochin has become the
business hub of Kerala with many mega projects such as an LNG terminal and an
international cargo container terminal underway. Tourism sector studies indicate that
there has been an annual growth of 7% in foreign tourists and 9% in domestic tourists.
The Kerala Government's Vision 2025 has set out the target.
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Cochin International Airport has five subsidiaries. Let us see what the purpose of
these subsidiaries is and what business they are engaged in apart from maintaining
and operating the airport through Cochin International Airport Limited.

1. Cochin International Aviation Services Limited: Carries out aircraft maintenance,
repair, and overhaul services and also provides flight training. CISL currently provides
route maintenance services for CIAL international routes.

2. Air Kerala International Services Limited: The main objective of setting up this
subsidiary is to set up an international low-cost airline for Keralites living in the Middle
East.

3. CIAL Infrastructure Limited: It was set up to leverage the opportunities in the
energy and infrastructure sector. CIL has already commissioned a 29.14 MW solar
power plant at Cochin International Airport and with the increasing demand at the
airport, CIL is already increasing the capacity from 29.14 MWp to 40 MWp.

4. CIAL Duty-Free and Retail Service Limited: This is a public limited company that is a
wholly owned subsidiary of CIAL. The company was incorporated on 1 March 2016 to
operate in duty-free and travel retail business.

5. Kerala Waterways and Infrastructures Limited: The company was jointly
incorporated by the Government of Kerala and CIAL on 10 March 2017. It was
incorporated to construct an inland waterway between Kovalam and Vakkel. The
project will be implemented in three phases. The first phase will be completed in May
2020, the second phase by 2022, and the third phase by 2025, which will enable the
transportation of cargo via waterways.

Cochin International Airport Performance FY22

1. Cochin International Airport recorded a revenue of Rs 525 crore for FY21-22 (against
Rs 269 crore in FY21).
2. In FY22, Cochin International Airport handled 4.7 million passengers, making it the
third busiest airport in the country in the international sector.
3. Total aircraft and passenger traffic grew by 60.06% and 92.66%, respectively, in
FY22.
4. Cochin International Airport is one of the few airports in the country where all
aircraft parking areas are equipped with a fire hydrant refueling system and fuel is
piped from the refinery through underground pipelines to the fuel storage yard. This
will reduce aircraft refueling and turnaround times.
5. Cochin International Airport's geographic location, at the heart of the East-West
corridor connecting Middle Eastern countries (e.g. UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait) and Far
Eastern countries (e.g. Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia), makes it well suited for
refueling stop operations. 2



6. The number of passengers handled by Cochin International Airport in FY22 totaled
4.7 million, up from 2.4 million in the previous fiscal year. 
7. International cargo traffic increased from 35,000 in FY21 to 46,000 in FY22.
Domestic cargo traffic increased from 10,000 in FY21 to 13,000 in FY22.
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